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______________________________________________________________________
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
FISCA RECOGNIZES EIGHT INDUSTRY LEADERS FOR THEIR SUPPORT OF PROGRAMS TO IMPROVE LOCAL COMMUNITIES

(Las Vegas, NV – October 4, 2010) – During its 22nd Annual National Conference & Exposition, the Financial Services Centers of America (FiSCA) announced the 2010 winners of its Activa Awards. Each year FiSCA honors member companies for outstanding community service, civic improvement and charitable donation programs designed to positively impact the neighborhoods in which these members do business. This year, eight member companies were recognized for their achievements during the past year.
In making the awards, Joe Coleman, FiSCA chairman, said, “FiSCA members have been helping support the surrounding communities they serve every day. Our members continue to amaze me with the unique organizations they partner with each year. We recognize the extraordinary members we have and how this program increases the profile of our industry.” This year’s recipients and the causes they supported include:
· ACE Cash Express – Irving, TX
· Company-wide fundraising effort for Haiti Relief that collected more than $106,000.

· Advance Financial – Nashville, TN
· Advancing Education campaign that raised funds for the BootStraps Foundation Scholarship Fund which provides scholarships to deserving students across Middle Tennessee. 

· California Check Cashing – Oakland, CA
· Oakland Parents Literacy Project which provided 10,000 students and family members with education services and distributed 6,000 books. 

· Check Center – Oakland, CA
· Check Center Child Safety Day and support for other community programs.
· Dollar Financial – Berwyn, PA
· Haiti Relief fundraising efforts that generated more than $525,000. 

· Moneytree – Seattle, WA
· Sponsored the Annual Gala of the Children’s Home Society of Boise, Idaho. Moneytree also made a direct contribution of $20,000 to the organization that helps families throughout Southwest Idaho.

· Pawn America – Burnsville, MN
· Twin Cities Boys & Girls Clubs and their Kids Feeding Kids program to which they contributed $130,000.  

· Unbank Company – Minneapolis, MN
· “Change that Makes a Difference” fundraising program that raised money for the Emergency Food Shelf Network. 

 “The Activa Awards have illustrated how FiSCA members play crucial roles in their communities,” continued Coleman. “This year’s recipients have all demonstrated that during these times it is most important to lend a hand to a neighbor.” 

About FiSCA

FiSCA, founded in 1987, is the national trade association for more than 6,500 individual financial service centers across the United States. FiSCA member locations are used by more than 15 million customers each year to conduct wide variety of financial services including check cashing, money orders, money transfers, and electronic bill payment services, automatic teller machine access, government benefit and payroll payments, small dollar short-term loans, electronic tax preparation, prepaid debit cards, deposit acceptance services, public transportation fare and token sales, motor vehicle license plate and title distribution, postage stamp sales and numerous other services. For more information, please visit www.fisca.org.
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